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De)fragmentations on Bob Dylan

words, music and sonic landscapes
by jonathan pontier (oct 2006 - march 2007)

Defragmentation #1

...broken
...broken
thing is...bro...k .
ﬁ\s,r)[; r(;nlg 1S+--Br0--.ken world premiere by ensemble
meverythin.g InterContemporain, june 22th, 2007

Agora festival, Paris

...should have...
...broken

...should have done this before
nobody's gonna be dyin' in no hospital no more

...as | walk in ...the contemporary mud...
for you

I would'nt be allowed to do this nowadays
No time no time for initiatic ways
...no time...

seeking the blades and the cups of tea
The ring then the heart of the city
Ain't liberal when you're thirty

Ain't liberal when you're thirsty...

Got no heart left for me
for-given (it is)

but that's where it's at
mad driven

mad driven

Ain't got no brains too !
better for you better for you

Defragmentation #2

...broken...

broken chords...
broken music
...broken languages....

...swang it thru the rock of ages...

cummings was Der Dichter

Matisse Der Mahler

Blind Lemon Jefferson

living the blues and a taste of citrus

meeting Robert Johnson at a crossroaded soul
he's a tellin' Lord Byron that he's so far from "Howl"
but the poet feels the ruckus

and he knows about his fate

he's drinkin' a whola Petrus

and eating parrot cake...

he asks :

"Where's Pirate Jenny ?

Woody guthrie ?

...Woody...

Groucho ? Rimbaud ? Artaud ?
where are they ...now?"

And who is you Robert ?
(K)Inowhere expected...
(excepted nowhere)



(De)fragmentation #4
Defragmentation #3

Cyclisms / Cynicisms
Churchill Roosevelt Stalin Hitler hit'em !

Churchill Stalin Roosevelt you big Indian you traveller you screwer
The homeboyz always jewer always newer

Castro Malcom Harpo Chaplin Stalin Castro

again & again who pretends to be original is a liar

the Big Cowboys there is no originality whatsoever
altogether just OOOOriginatality...

...and the deaths of our fathers
ChurchWelt Stalin Saloon Staloon

altogether bla bla bla could scream right now in a kazoo
Celine and even Ezra no one would boo no one would boo
Hitler Stalin 'n how does it feel ?
The big Moustache to pretend to be a fool
altogether bla bla bla even me now dancin' by your whirlpool...?
Mashed potatoes of the XXth skin Here come the amen...
Gods of the dirty mother and the cash machines ...the song and dance men
Hittin' the road with three angels
whoever etc | can see the waters rising
don't give a damn to you dreams | can feel the fathers dying
but who saw St Augustin & Martin Luther's minds in a trunk
Kings of the kings and a bumpy trail welcome to this world of cynicism
a sonic rail a freight train this world of diatonism
Hitting the road for (K)nowhere in the rain
and then again the big Moustache well...
Hitting the road for the Appalaches too much notes...
well...

come to the world of one...
SOUND



notes :

(de)fragmentations on Bob Dylan should be played as follows :
-Sonic Landscape 1 (electronic piece)
-(de}fragmentation #1 acoustic peice)
-Sonic landscape 2 (electronic piece)
-(de}fragmentation #2 (acoustic piece)
Sonic landscape #3 (electronic piece)
There are two electronic inserts into the acoustic pieces.
The first one should be launched at the end of (de)fragmentation #1, in the middle of the second fermata of the vocal cadenza.

The second one should be launched at bar 244 in (de)fragmentation #2.

The electroinc pieces can be played live by Jonathan Pontier with a laptop onstage,
or in a fixed version that should be otherwise launched by the sound engineer with the help of the score.

The soprano should sing with a dynamic microphone (Shure Sm 58 fo exemple). The piece indicates when she shall use it, almost using it as a dramatic
element. She can use it in the blues or rather low pitched moments, and step back from it when using a lyrical voice.

The instruments should be sonorized only if needed. Reinforcing the harp and cello would certainly be the first thing to do.
Then the bass clarinet and the flute at last.

Duration is about 25 minutes.



technical issues

set up :

The sound set-up consists of two stereos :
-front (Ft LR)

-back (Bk LR)

and a mono channel placed at the

back of the stage (Bk Center).

5 identical speakers should be used for this.

The mixing console should have 12 input channels

at least and 3 stereo output buses too.

back
speaker

-
Harp @

Trombone

-

Bass Clarinet

-
Flute O

oprano

-
C) Cello

Conductor

speaker
front L

speaker
front R

Microphone

signal path
v
/ Laptop
@ ADAT 5 channels
(FtLR / Bk LR / Bk Center )
Mixing console
speaker speaker

back L

back R




Soprano

Flute

Bass Clarinet

Trombone

Cello

Harp

Laptop

Score in C

A

First Sonic landscape

B ...broken...
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(de}fragmentation #1

(in the microphone)

(spoken, try to respect the

Jonathan Pontier
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1

(as light as possible

or else sing the 2 first notes

an octave down)

—3—

My S |A » | A
B== p —f sy
N e [l ot
ol iy Il 2 |l Il
. \ 1Y pmJ S TITeIA $(A
1 :
ol 2 LU e i 8N o
[ ¢ | i
e o ] T ! oM Y
.rxi X
[N % ”
¥y s.h. 1
T .x;x__ ; T e TR oM L
I N
i i ® ® / s i i
r3 T NTY
| B[
— =3
1 |
A 2. _—yuuw
M . 2 k) b
» =2
| R 3
mx;y ] N HM El Eal _’
> N ¥aﬁ> .
H | e
M- 2 EHES 1 < Tt
g m.. g pmJ ES S
el 2c | Ll ac | aul el ecayl ocaul
e
ES [IEN \
L N A TN A
N /
[ =y Jumt il /
N ¥ -
A A 4 ey
M SLy “ A
r _|.ﬁn. r f J Pl SaNg mxgq-
xx;x-v
m LI m
A = >
£ H i
M- 2 - M e ™ .;%m. N N WA
UN Ol [TTT®
kS ™A T
oA
N N0, H>ﬁ nd AsEy muJ Jqu\ ‘o
s
A.ﬁ;y N
o
AT o
w xxvvv ot N 1
[TRA N
g e .
T8 V Cnl p” Aﬁ.ﬁll 8 i~
,,, T 1)
n ‘mv n N N 1M A
I | 1il;
Jm ™ W B . 1 Ay M - DA
Mu & i & S & S
d A
= ol
TN = Y ‘H AN
9 o 2 1Tu i~
g
hd [ 22 (WL N hd
© NP & g
. e
i it s i 1 I
(el , ND N N N N
N
N .LA;% N
Hy N
. ¥
0 , ) B
3 Aaxxx Y xx,vv N N L|
s Al Hia ,
1 - & .
L (I b Aﬁ%‘ N N,
o ol . ;-v A
= m .
Hl . g HA
|E A|F : !
o “SILER N W. w Er 1 P LIRS ™
A i : | F
B ! D 8 D ! [ B
W N N N N NG AN
— | S ————— —— —
% = = £ U s
2 M _w jas}

Defragmentation #1 -8-



(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1

(amost percussive)
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(De)fragmentation #1

(lyrical)

C Should have...
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1

(step back !)
(lyrical)
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(De)fragmentation #1

(step close to the mike)
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(De)fragmentation #1

E Remembering Woody
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(De)fragmentation #1

(with a warm vibrato, with breath
in an authentic blues feel)
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(norm vib. step close fo the mike
, with breath, like a jazz standard)
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1
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(De)fragmentation #1

(another spiritual...)
(step to the mike)
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(De)fragmentation #1

| Forgiven...

(like a pop ballad)
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(De)fragmentation #1

(as soft as possible)

(sotto voce)
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Score in C

LEnd of 2nd | M Planet of the (de)frqgmentaiion #2

Sonic Landscape| [beat-box women Jonathan Pontier
LIEnd of 2nd =192

5 Onomatopea schemes (keep the rythm as a basic mold from which you can
Sonic Landscape vary with all kinds of sounds) keep the lowest notes as "mouth big drums”
Low range / Very close to the mike, almost whispered, no note pitch
(NB pronounce 'ti" tee 1)

(don't repeat the same
formula twice !)

2
Soprano X — - i - 2 X = 2
D) 3 R R 3 ETEEE! HEE F LT i3
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(think it more as

Hi Hats and cymbals)
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N ...broken music...

J: 62

Ral...

(lyrical, poco vib.)
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Poco ral...

(short)

(normal vib.)

(non vib.)

cem - -~ (vib)

(plain)

(breathy voice)
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something between Mahler and Gershwin...)

(lyrical

A tempo
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(just with throat
like a robotic voice)

(ironic and acid,
1st'r' can be "rolled")

(like a kid song)

(close to the mike
almost whispered)
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(step back from the mike)

(like the ending of a Billie Holiday tune)

(bluesy)

(with normal tone)

(to the mike)
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O The rock of ages

(close to the mike)

(warm, with tone)

("laid back")

vib.

non vib.
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P cummings (among others)

J:66

(like in an epic ballad)
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Lpt.

trigger electronic insert #2

(step close to the mike)

. (between (flexible and rythmic,
(light, 12/16 shuffle blues) G and G#) like a rap in a blues)
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Hp.

Lpt.

(between G

(as if you were singing for yourself) and G#)
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